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sage, I am providing the advance notice so
required.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 6, 1994.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 7. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Railroad
Retirement Board Report
October 6, 1994

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby submit to the Congress the An-

nual Report of the Railroad Retirement
Board for Fiscal Year 1993, pursuant to the
provisions of section 7(b)(6) of the Railroad
Retirement Act and section 12(1) of the Rail-
road Unemployment Insurance Act.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 6, 1994.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 7. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Proclamation 6734—National
Children’s Day, 1994
October 7, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
With every baby born in America, our Na-

tion reaffirms its hope for the future. As par-
ents and care givers, our responsibility is
clear. Our most solemn obligation to our chil-
dren cannot be merely that we hold a torch
to guide their way around every dark and
treacherous corner. Rather, we must strive
to kindle a spark within each child—a spark
that will become the flame of knowledge and
imagination, the fire of justice and compas-
sion. This is a task for which humanity has

great experience and for which humans have
little preparation. But in this task our Nation
must succeed. So that when our children look
to a future that seems, for many, clouded
and uncertain, they have the power within
themselves to light the way for all of us.

One of the most important steps in meet-
ing that crucial challenge is providing for the
health and safety of our children as they
grow. That homicide and suicide are the
leading causes of death among our youth is
a national tragedy. We have enacted legisla-
tion that expands and improves the Head
Start program, providing health, education,
and social services for children of low-income
families. America’s new Childhood Immuni-
zation Initiative will help to vaccinate at least
90 percent of our Nation’s infants—the most
sweeping effort of its kind in American his-
tory. Our new crime bill supports programs
that encourage youth to escape the destruc-
tive confines of gangs, and it goes a long way
toward keeping guns out of the hands of juve-
niles.

But no government program will be truly
effective without the caring involvement of
every one of our citizens. Parents and sib-
lings, teachers and neighbors—all of us must
work to instill a sense of self and a sense
of purpose in the lives of our youth. Children
are our hope and our inspiration. For every
finger painting that graces our kitchen walls,
for every ball game that fills our streets and
playgrounds with laughter, we join today in
celebrating the many blessings our children
bring.

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution
389, has designated the second Sunday in
October as ‘‘National Children’s Day’’ and
has authorized and requested the President
to issue a proclamation in observance of this
day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 9, 1994, as Na-
tional Children’s Day. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to express their appreciation and their
love, on this day and every day, for all of
our Nation’s children. I invite Federal offi-
cials, local government, and families across
the land to join together in observing this
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties.
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In Witness Whereof, I have here unto
set my hand this seventh day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:38 p.m., October 11, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 13. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 6735—Leif Erikson
Day, 1994
October 7, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Nearly a millennium has passed since Leif

Erikson set out on his voyage to explore
North America, a land then thought to be
no more than an uncharted wilderness across
the waters. Filled with the same spirit of dis-
covery that characterized the travels of his
father, Eric the Red, who sailed from Nor-
way to Iceland to Greenland, the journey of
Leif Erikson remains one of history’s greatest
legends. To commemorate the life of this
bold adventurer and to recognize the genera-
tions of Nordic Americans who have followed
in his footsteps, we celebrate Leif Erikson
Day, 1994.

Leaving behind the ice-covered mountains
of Greenland, Erikson helped to set the stage
for centuries of trans-Atlantic exchange be-
tween his father’s native Norway and the
people of the New World. Today, the United
States and the Nordic countries of Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Sweden, and Norway,
enjoy cordial friendships and are productive
partners in fostering democracy and expand-
ing trade. Carrying forward the ideals of their
ancestors—ideals of liberty, human dignity,
and self-determination—these nations stand
with the United States in representing the
freedom to which individuals around the
world aspire.

The sons and daughters of Scandinavia
who immigrated to this country in past cen-
turies brought with them that abiding passion
for justice and equality, and their determina-
tion to build a better life for themselves and
their children has enriched our Nation im-
measurably. For the tremendous contribu-
tions they have made to our society, and for
the many wonderful traditions that their de-
scendants continue to uphold, Americans
across the country join in recognizing this
special day every year.

In honor of Leif Erikson—son of Iceland,
grandson of Norway—and of the vibrant
Nordic American culture that continues to
grace our Nation, the Congress, by joint reso-
lution approved on September 2, 1964 (Pub-
lic Law 88–566), has authorized and re-
quested the President to designate October
9 of each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 9, 1994, as Leif
Erikson Day. I encourage all Americans to
observe this occasion by learning more about
our rich Nordic-American heritage.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:39 p.m., October 11, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 13. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 6736—Fire
Prevention Week, 1994
October 7, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The United States has made tremendous

advances through the years in reducing the
terrible toll that fire takes on our citizens.
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